28                           LIFE OF JOHN LAMB.
18th March, and on the 20th May the news was announced in the city, and was received, with unbounded joy by all classes of the citizens. This satisfaction seemed to pervade all: but the act of repeal was accompanied by a declaratory act, which clained the right of the Ministry to levy taxes on the Colonies; and by a law, obliging the Colonies to provide barracks for such troops, as might be quartered among them; and to furnish them with certain articles at the expense of the Colonies. This act was called the Mutiny Act, and was in common parlance known as the billeting act; and to many presented gloomy auguries of the future. On the fourth of June, being the anniversary of the birth of the King, the people assembled in the fields and erected a flag staff, inscribed to the King, Pitt, and Liberty; and held a jubilee on the occasion. An ox was roasted, twenty-five barrels of strong beer were procured, together with a hogshead of rum, and a sufficient quantity of ingredients to make it into punch. A pole was erected, to the top of which were suspended twenty-five tar barrels. At an other part of the common, twenty-five pieces of cannon were ranged; and amid the thunders of artillery, and to the music of the band playing, God save the King, the standard of England was displayed, greeted by the shouts and huzzas of the populace.
The politic Governor, Sir Henry Moore, the Council, the city authorities, and the military retainers of his Excellency, attended these festivities, and then retired to the Fort to spend the rest of his Majesty's birth day, as became thei$ several functions, and in a manner more congenial to their secret inclinations.
On the 23d of June, even after the declaratory act had been conned by many, and sufficient time had elapsed for di-gesting its contents, a numerous meeting assembled at the Coffee House,* and resolved to petition the Assembly to cause to be erected a statue to the Honorable William Pitt: f The
* Holt's Papers.
t There were some, however, who took a clearer view of the character